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A A criticalcritical perspectiveperspective



The aim of this paper is to
present some distortions of 
basic planning principles for
the sake of  creating a 
competitive city.



Concepts like

• competitive-participatory planning

• sustainable development

are converted into a legitimization

tool of controversial planning

practices.



An An attemptattempt toto developdevelop a a 
comprehensivecomprehensive approachapproach
toto thethe sustainabilitysustainability issueissue

EARTHQUAKE MASTER PLAN FOR 
ISTANBUL

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR DISASTER STRATEGIC PLAN FOR DISASTER 
MITIGATION IN ISTANBUL  MITIGATION IN ISTANBUL  

(SPDMI)(SPDMI)



by creating a 

sustainable environment,

a livable city,

a feasible plan

MAIN GOAL
HAZARD 
MITIGATION

SPDMISPDMI



TO NATURAL AREASTO NATURAL AREAS

TO BUILT ENVIRONMENTTO BUILT ENVIRONMENT

TO CULTURAL ENVIRONMENTTO CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

PROBLEMS:  PROBLEMS:  
THREATSTHREATS



ManufacturingManufacturing industriesindustries

GROWTH & LAND USE TRENDSGROWTH & LAND USE TRENDS



GROWTH & LAND USE TRENDSGROWTH & LAND USE TRENDS

GrowthGrowth directionsdirections
Urban Urban sprawlsprawl

Gecekondu and
split-deed areas

Mass housing
areas

Areas of planned
development



GROWTH & LAND USE TRENDS GROWTH & LAND USE TRENDS 
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INITIAL STATE OF 
DEVELOPMENT Legal Illegal

STATUS (now)
Legal  or legalised Illegal

DENSITY D1 =  0-200 D5  =  801-1000
LAND OWNERSHIP

CRITERIA ATTRIBUTES

Implementation pl Upgrading Pl

CLASSIFICATIONS OF CLASSIFICATIONS OF 
URBAN AREASURBAN AREAS

LAND USE



PRIORITIESPRIORITIES

Areas of highest priorityAreas of highest priority
–– Historic areas: The Historical Peninsula and Historic areas: The Historical Peninsula and 

GalataGalata
–– The earliest upgraded The earliest upgraded (gecekondu) (gecekondu) areasareas

withwith highesthighest hazardhazard riskrisk



HIGH BUILDING DAMAGE & CASUALTY  AREAS



Macro level strategies [A]

Mezzo level strategies [B]

Micro level strategies [C]
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MezzoMezzo--Level Strategies [B]Level Strategies [B]

A A frameworkframework forfor micromicro--levellevel strategiesstrategies
andand projectsprojects toto be be developeddeveloped withwith locallocal
participationparticipation



CONSERVATION AREAS

Basins/ForestsThe BosphorusHistoric
Cultural A.

TRANSFORMATION or
REGENERATION AREAS

SPECIAL  AREASSPECIAL  AREAS

CLASSIFICATIONS OF CLASSIFICATIONS OF 
URBAN AREAS w.r.t. MICROURBAN AREAS w.r.t. MICRO--
LEVEL STRATEGIESLEVEL STRATEGIES



Urban Urban redevelopmentredevelopment
ignitionignition areasareas

LocalLocal redevelopmentredevelopment
areasareas

ImprovementImprovement areasareas

FlagFlag shipship projectsprojects withwith
impetusimpetus at at metropolitanmetropolitan
scalescale

ProjectsProjects withwith locallocal
effectseffects

ProjectsProjects forfor improvingimproving
thethe qualityquality in in thethe builtbuilt
environmentenvironment

Micro-Level Strategies [C]



DOUBTS AND CONCERNS DOUBTS AND CONCERNS 
ABOUT THE REALITYABOUT THE REALITY



PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION …… AreAre wewe preparedprepared toto copecope
withwith itsits outcomesoutcomes??

SULUKULE

Centuries old
neighbourhood of 
the Gypsies



FLAG SHIP PROJECTSFLAG SHIP PROJECTS
Can Can theythey createcreate a a 
threatthreat toto thethe
sustainabilitysustainability of of locallocal
subculturessubcultures withinwithin thethe
citycity??

SULUKULE



GECEKONDU  NEIGHBOURHOOD

REDEVELOPMENT / REGENERATION PROJECTSREDEVELOPMENT / REGENERATION PROJECTS ……
Can Can theythey becomebecome mechanismsmechanisms of of valuevalue transfer transfer 
fromfrom disadvantageddisadvantaged socialsocial groupsgroups toto powerfulpowerful
groupsgroups??


